 Notes
The fig tree
1.We saw Jesus in Bethany on Saturday and now He is on His way to Jerusalem.  
	A. He views a fig tree, and He is hungry, so He approaches the fig tree
	B. It had much foliage but no fruit. 
	C. Jesus curses the fig tree by saying, “May you never bear fruit again!”  
	D. The tree immediately withered and dried up.  

2. This is the only miracle of Christ’s 35 recorded miracles that would cause Him great pain and sorrow.   Years later, Paul would take three chapter of Romans to expand upon it theological implications.  This is Romans 9-11, which show the consequences of not bearing spiritual fruit and the importance of faith in God for our salvation.  (we must all come the same way… by Christ.)

3. This tree was a symbol of Israel, that divinely favored but utterly fruitless fig tree.  Jesus was therefore setting aside the nation due to the absence of fruit.   Later that same day, He mad this clear when speaking to the Pharisees who were the spiritual custodians of the tree;  
	A.   Matt. 21:42-43  42 Jesus *said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures,
‘The stone which the builders rejected,
This became the chief corner stone;
This came about from the Lord,
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.
4.  This particular type of Fig tree found in Israel is different from all other fruit trees in that it bears its fruit before its leaves.  This is not the case with apple, pear, cherry or any other fruit bearing trees. (because the leaves were on the tree, Jesus would have assumed the fruit was there).  
5. This was the first of two miracles performed by Jesus during the final Passover week.  (second one is found in  Luke 22:49-51   When those who were around Him saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 50 And one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus answered and said, “Stop! No more of this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.
	John 18:10   10 Simon Peter then, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear; and the slave’s name was Malchus.     

6.  Jesus had a right to expect fruit of Israel.  It had green and massive foliage, because it was given the tabernacle, the temple, the OT Scriptures, plus the ministry of Godly prophets, priests, and kings but upon close inspection Israel bore no fruit. 

7. The lesson here, is God desires fruit.  His chosen nation had failed to bear fruit, it is an empty vine,  Hosea 10:1 gives us this picture in scripture.   It says, “Israel is a luxuriant vine;
He produces fruit for himself.
The more his fruit,
The more altars he made;
The richer his land,
The better he made the sacred pillar”

8. Today the plan of God is that ALL of His believers bear fruit.  John 15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.

9.  Jesus later gives us the truth, that He is the true vine and His followers are His branches. (John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.)   
		A. the only function of a branch, is to bear fruit.    Note that the branch is not used for firewood, or building, its purpose is to bear fruit.
		B. Note that the branch does not produce fruit (the vine does), but rather it is to bear it.   


