In Luke 17:11-19, Jesus heals ten lepers, but only one, a Samaritan, ( the despised & hated) returns to thank him, prompting Jesus to ask where the other nine are and to praise the Samaritan's faith. 

· The Encounter:
As Jesus traveled on the border between Samaria and Galilee, ten lepers approached him, standing at a distance and calling out, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!". 
· The Healing:
Jesus told them to go and show themselves to the priests, and as they were walking, they were cleansed of their leprosy. 
· The Grateful Samaritan:
One of the healed men, a Samaritan, returned to Jesus, praising God in a loud voice and throwing himself at Jesus' feet to thank him. 
· Jesus' Question:
Jesus then asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?". 
· The Significance:
Jesus then said to the thankful Samaritan, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well". 












1. THE SCRIPTURE

11 While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As He entered a village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him; 13 and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they were going, they were cleansed. 15 Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 16 and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But the nine—where are they? 18 Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well.”

I.   This event occurred after Jesus had left the area of the Mount of Transfiguration ( Mount Tabor, in the lower Galilee of Israel). This was the location of the disciples finding the coin in the fish’s mouth to pay the temple taxes. (shows that Jeus is able to meet all our needs).(Matt. 17:24-27)

II. 10 Lepers...  Does the number 10 have significant meaning in the Bible?    (10 laws) 
	A. It often was a representation of the Law (these Lepers were still under law)
		a.   as evidenced by their standing at a distance, their recognition of the need to show themselves to the priests, and Jesus' instruction to do so. 
· Under the Law:
The Law of Moses, specifically Leviticus, outlined the procedures for dealing with leprosy, including the requirement for lepers to isolate themselves and to be declared clean by a priest after healing.
· Standing at a Distance:
The lepers in Luke 17 stood at a distance, demonstrating their understanding and adherence to the law that prohibited contact with healthy people.
· Jesus' Instruction:
Jesus instructed the lepers to "go and show yourselves to the priests," which was the prescribed procedure for being declared clean under the Mosaic law.
· Healed on the Way:
Notably, the lepers were healed as they were on their way to the priests, further emphasizing the importance of the law and the priests' role in declaring them clean.
· One Returned:
Only one of the ten lepers returned to thank Jesus after being healed, highlighting the importance of gratitude and obedience to the law, which required them to show themselves to the priests.

III.  10 also is a picture of judgment and testing:   10 plagues on Egypt.
			Here's a list of the plagues in order: 
1. Water turned to blood
1. Frogs
1. Gnats
1. Flies
1. Livestock pestilence
1. Boils
1. Hail
1. Locusts
1. Darkness
1. Death of the firstborn
III.  10 also represents completeness.   (Generations)
	From Adam to Noah = 10 generations
	From Noah to Abraham = 10 generations
IV.  Other significant uses of 10.
	1. Ten tribes of the Northern kingdom…    Asher, Dan, Ephraim, Gad, Issachar, Manasseh, Naphtali, Reuben, Simeon, and Zebulun.
	2. 10 clauses in the Lord’s prayer
	3. Ten witnesses were called in Ruth 10 elders of the city of Bethlehem who were present at the gate when Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer, formally bought the land from Naomi and married Ruth. 
	4. Ten days of repentance "Aseret Yemei Teshuvah," between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

***** Rosh Hashanah      the Jewish New Year festival, held on the first (also sometimes the second) day of Tishri (in September). It is marked by the blowing of the shofar, and begins the ten days of penitence culminating in Yom Kippur.


Yom Kippur    Yom Kippur, meaning "Day of Atonement," is the holiest day in the Jewish calendar, a time for introspection, prayer, and fasting, culminating the 10 Days of Awe that follow Rosh Hashanah. 
Here's a more detailed explanation:
· Meaning and Purpose:
Yom Kippur is a day of atonement, where Jews seek forgiveness for their sins and wrongdoings from God and from those they have wronged. 
· Timing:
It falls on the 10th day of the Jewish month of Tishrei, typically in late September or early October. 
· Key Practices:
. Fasting: Jews abstain from eating, drinking, and other physical pleasures for 25 hours, from sundown to nightfall the following day. 
. Prayer and Reflection: The day is dedicated to prayer, repentance, and introspection, often spent in synagogues. 
. Seeking Forgiveness: Individuals are encouraged to ask for forgiveness from those they have wronged and to forgive those who have wronged them. 
· Significance:
Yom Kippur is considered the most important day of the year in Judaism, marking a time for spiritual renewal and reconciliation. 
· High Holy Days:
Yom Kippur, along with Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year), are known as the High Holy Days. 
· Traditions:
. Wearing White: Many Jews wear white clothing on Yom Kippur, symbolizing purity and holiness. 
. Avoiding Leather Shoes: Some traditions discourage wearing leather shoes on Yom Kippur. 
. Kol Nidrei: A special prayer service, Kol Nidrei, is held the evening before Yom Kippur, annulling vows made under duress
 

2. What did leprosy look like:  
	Levitus 13:45   45 “As for the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’
	Numbers 5:2 2 “Command the sons of Israel that they send away from the camp every leper and everyone having a discharge and everyone who is unclean because of a dead person.
	We see several people in the Scriptures that had leprosy including King Uzziah (10th king of Judah) ( 2Chron. 26:19)    Miriam gets leprosy because of her and Aaron speaking against Moses.  

3.  As we see in our narrative today  Jesus is the hope for the 10 with leprosy and also He is our hope for all things today.  He is still the great physician.   
 leprosy (also known as Hansen's disease) still exists. It is a chronic bacterial infection that affects the skin, nerves, eyes, and nose. 
leprosy, also known as Hansen's disease, is a curable disease through the use of multi-drug therapy (MDT), which combines different antibiotics. 
Jesus did not need MDT He spoke the ten well and told them to go see the priest to be declared clean.  Jesus was practicing the law by telling them to be pronounced clean by the priest.  
Two other accounts of Jesus heling Leprosy:
1. Matthew 8:3  Jesus heals a leper during a large crowd after He come down from the mountain 
***Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

2. Jesus goes into Galilee to preach and cast out demons and He is approached by a leper and He was moved with compassion and touched him and made him well.   
	**** Mark 1:42 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed.


3.   Mercy was sought after by these 10 lepers.  Searching after mercy is nothing new, we see this even in the OT.  
	Duet. 21:8  when a person was found dead, the elders of the closest town had to make expiation (reparations) for that dead person and so they would plea for mercy 
*** 8 Forgive Your people Israel whom You have redeemed, O Lord, and do not place the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of Your people Israel.’ And the bloodguiltiness shall be forgiven them.

Application From This Verse
1. We see the sin of unthank fullness.   Are we guilty of this?  
2.  10 men with leprosy approach Jesus, but because of Jewish law they keep their distance.  Notics the interesting thing, ten Jews, come to Jesus only when they have a need, and yet they hold to Jewish law as we see them go to the priest after they are healed. 
3. Jesus awards their faith and commands them to show themselves to the priest.
4. Thought the priest had no ability to heal anyone, including these lepers, he was the one that had the ability to deem them to be clean or not clean. 
5. All ten lepers had faith to be healed.  … it’s easy to have faith when the source of the faith is right in front of you. 
6. Only one had a different heart, the heart of gratitude and thankfulness.  He was the only one to come back and thank Jesus for what he did for him.    … How often do we thank Jesus for what He has done for us?  Many times the only time we pray is to ask or request needs, but we ought to offer words of thanksgiving as well.
7. What was interesting is that these ten men were made up of 9 Jews and one Samaritan, and the Samaritans and Jews despised each other, yet because of a common illness, the Jew and Samaritan come together, and Jesus has mercy on both Jew and Samaritan, but it was the Samaritan alone who returned with a grateful heart.  
8. Note how the Samaritan thanked Jesus and how he worshiped Him.  He fell on his face; he did not fall backwards and start speaking in some strange tongue.  This was real and true worship. 
9. Jesus asked the Samaritan, were there not ten of you? He then goes on to say, but only one of you, the foreigner returned to thank me.   Where were the other nine?  
10 The closing statement by Jesus to the Samaritan “ Your faith has made you well!”  may suggest that the other nine were cleansed and healed physically, but not spiritually, while this Samaritan was healed physically and spiritually, and therefore, he was saved from sin.   


  

















